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Marilyn Oyer  honors B’nai B’rith Aaron 
Grossman Lodge #339 for Operation 
Snowflake with the Marvin & Sara Itts 

Community Service Award. Accepting are 
Neil and Denise Altman, longtime  

coordinators of the program. Marilyn Davis presents the Esther 
Marks Memorial Volunteer Service 

Award to Alan Nathan

Florence Harshman names 
Rochelle Miller the recipient 

of the Abe Harshman  
Leadership Award

At the Annual Meeting of the Youngstown Area Jewish Fed-
eration on May 18,  agency reports were given (see pages 6 
)and outstanding volunteer leaders were honored. As well 
as those pictured here, Meryl Schor was presented with the 
Suzi M. Kooperman Youth Leadership Award. For her photo 
and story, see page 12.

Chumashim 
destroyed by 
flooding in  
Houston syna-
gogue. (See 
story page 
24.) 
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Palestinian soccer association 
drops anti-Israel suspension effort

(JTA) — The 
Palestinian 
soccer asso-
ciation has 
withdrawn its 
bid to have 
members 
of the FIFA 
world soccer 

body vote on whether to suspend Is-
rael.

The head of the Palestine Football 
Association, Jibril Rajoub, on Friday 
said in announcing the move: “I thank 
those who convinced me to drop the 
suspension [of Israel]. The German 
president [Angela Merkel] spoke to 
me … this affected me,” The Guardian 
reported in ints online edition.

Rajoub spoke in Zurich, Switzer-
land, where delegates from FIFA’s 209 
member states and federations con-
vened for the body’s 65th congress, 
amid allegations that nine of its senior 
members were involved in a corrup-
tion and bribes scandal. Against this 
backdrop, reporters from around the 
world closely watched as the organiza-
tion’s embattled president, Sepp Blat-
ter, urged delegates to reelect him for 
a fifth term despite the corruption al-
legations.

Still, the Palestinian delegation’s 
threat to bring Israel’s proposed sus-
pension to a vote also received exten-
sive media coverage. The Palestinian 
Authority said it was pursuing this is-
sue because Israel was limiting its play-
ers’ travel without justification and dis-
criminating against them. Israel denied 
this, but agreed to introduce some con-
cessions on freedom of travel.

However, no compromise was 
found on the Palestinians delegation’s 
demand that Israel’s soccer associa-
tion suspend five teams from West 
Bank settlements.

Blatter and other soccer bosses op-
posed the Palestinian vote, calling it a 
politicization of the athletic field.

Ofer Eini, who heads the Israeli 
soccer association, proposed setting 
up a joint committee to “work out all 
the aspects” of the issues concerned 
after Rajoub’s announcement.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu thanked Eini for his efforts 
to prevent suspension. “Our interna-
tional effort has proven itself and led 
to the failure of the Palestinian Au-
thority attempt to oust us from FIFA,” 
Netayahu wrote in a statement.

Before Rajoub’s announcement, 
a pro-Palestinian demonstrator was 
forcibly removed from the FIFA con-
gress after she interrupted Blatter’s 
address by waving a Palestinian flag 
while chanting slogans. Blatter asked 
security to remove her, the Dutch 
De Telegraaf daily reported. Shortly 
thereafter, the hotel hosting the con-
gress was partially evacuated due to a 
bomb threat, which turned out to be 
false. The people who reported the 
threat to police did not say whether it 
was connected to the scheduled vote 
on Israel.

“I look forward to the day in which 
Palestinians, like many others, are en-
joying the benefits of the game. Let 
us look forward and be optimistic,” 
Rajoub also said. He added he has 
received threats over his decision to 
drop the suspension bid. “I might be 
dead in a year,” Rajoub said.

Blatter reportedly offered to bring 
the matter of the five settlement 
teams up to a vote at the United Na-
tions, but Israel declined, citing a re-
cord of anti-Israel resolutions passed 
by the United Nations through what 
Israel has called “automatic majori-
ties” against it.

Blatter, who has been heavily criti-
cized for not doing enough to combat 
corruption in FIFA, survived a chal-
lenge by Jordanian Prince Ali bin Al 
Hussein for the presidency of FIFA, 
the most powerful job in soccer.

Israel
Israel leads world in responding 
to drought through recycling

By Ben Sales

TEL AVIV (JTA) — For help facing 
its worst drought in centuries, Califor-
nia should look to a country that beat 
its own chronic water shortage: Israel.

Until a few years ago, Israel’s wells 
seemed like they were always running 
dry. TV commercials urged Israelis to 
conserve water. Newspapers tracked 
the rise and fall of Lake Kinneret, Is-
rael’s biggest freshwater source. Re-
ligious Israelis gathered to pray for 
rainfall at the Western Wall during 
prolonged dry spells.

However, the once perpetual Is-
raeli water shortage appears to be 
mostly over. California’s water supply, 
meanwhile, is at record lows, prompt-
ing restrictions on household use and 
leading farmers to deplete the state’s 
groundwater reserves. From water 
recycling to taking the salt out of the 
plentiful seawater, here are five ways 
that Californians can benefit from Is-
rael’s know-how.
Israeli cities recycle  
three-quarters of their water.

Israeli farms don’t just use less 
water than their American counter-
parts, much of their water is reused. 
Three-quarters of the water that runs 
through sinks, showers, washing ma-
chines and even toilets in Israeli cities 
is recycled, treated and sent to crops 
across the country through specially 
marked purple tubes. According to 
the Pacific Institute, which conducts 
environmental research, California 
recycles only 13 percent of its munici-
pal wastewater.

Israel also encourages recycling by 
giving reused water to farmers tax-
free.

“If you take water from the city you 
don’t pay a tax, but if you have a well 
and you take that water you pay a lot 
of money for every cubic meter,” said 
Giora Shaham, a former long-term 
planner at Israel’s Water Authority. “If 
you’re a farmer in Rehovot and you 

have water that doesn’t cost money, 
you’ll take that water.”

Israel gets much of its water from 
the Mediterranean Sea.

Israelis now have a much bigger 
water source than Lake Kinneret: the 
Mediterranean Sea. Four plants on Is-
rael’s coast draw water from the sea, 
take out the salt, purify the water and 
send it to the country’s pipes — a pro-
cess called desalination.

The biggest of the four plants, 
opened in 2013, can provide nearly 7 
million gallons of potable water to Is-
raelis every hour. When a fifth opens 
as soon as this year near the Israeli 
port city of Ashdod, 75 percent of Is-
rael’s municipal and industrial water 
will be desalinated, making Israelis 
far less reliant on the country’s fickle 
rainfall.

Desalination costs money, uses 
energy and concerns environmental 
activists who want to protect Califor-
nia’s coast and the Pacific Ocean. One 
cubic meter of desalinated water takes 
just under 4 kilowatt-hours to pro-
duce. That’s the equivalent of burning 
40 100-watt light bulbs for one hour 
to produce the equivalent of five bath-
tubs full of water.

But despite the costs, San Diego 
County is investing in desalination. 
IDE Technologies, which operates 
three of Israel’s four plants, is build-
ing another near San Diego, slated to 
open as soon as November. Once op-
erational, it will provide the San Diego 
Water Authority, which serves the San 
Diego area, with 50 million gallons of 
water per day.

“It’s a carbon footprint, but the 
technology is advanced enough that 
the cost of the process is lower than 
it used to be,” said Fredi Lokiec, IDE’s 
former executive vice president of 
special projects. “The environmental 
damage done because of a lack of abil-
ity to provide water to residents and 

A win for Israel football

(Continued on page 10)
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Candle-Lighting Times

June 5  7:32 p.m.
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June Dates to Remember

Guardian of the Menorah .....................................  June 7 
honoring Carol Sherman.

Suzi Solomon Golf Classic ......................................June 8

2016 Mission to Israel Info. Meeting ..................June 18

Father’s Day ............................................................June 21
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THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE. THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

Jewish Federation
Youngstown Area 

JFS receives gift from Home  
Savings Charitable Foundation 

Home Savings Charitable Foun-
dation recently donated a check for 
$5,000 to Jewish Family Services. The 
funds will be used for protective ser-
vices for indigent clients.

“Jewish Family Services serves to 
strengthen individuals in both the 
Jewish and general communities of 
the Mahoning and Shenango Val-
leys. Guided by traditional Jewish 
values of communal responsibility 
and social justice, we are committed 
to enhancing every individual’s abil-
ity to thrive in our community,” said 
Deborah Grinstein, JFS endowment 
director. 

“One thing that we do is provide 
protective and guardianship services. 
In these cases, the clients served is 
referred by family, physicians, men-
tal health center, developmental dis-
ability agency or the probate courts of 
Trumbull and Mahoning counties. 

“Each year we serve approximately 
40 clients per year with these services; 

some do not have the funds available 
to pay. The clients are often people 
who have been disabled their entire 
lives,” she said.

Since 1998, the Home Savings 
Charitable Foundation has provided 
more than $12 million of support to 
all communities served by Home Sav-
ings. “We are really proud to be able 
to support Jewish Family Services in 
its diligent efforts to assist those in 
our communities,” said Colleen Scott, 
director, Home Savings Charitable 
Foundation. 

For more information regard-
ing Jewish Family Services, please 
call 330.746.7929 or visit jewishy-
oungstown.org/jewish-family-servic-
es/jewish-family-services-home-page.

With current assets of $1.8 billion, 
Home Savings operates 32 banking 
offices and nine loan production of-
fices throughout Ohio and western 
Pennsylvania.  For more information, 
please visit www.HomeSavings.com. 

Pictured above (from left) are Colleen Scott, director of the Home Savings Charitable Foun-
dation; Bettina Clebone, chairwoman of Jewish Family Services; Alvin Weisberg, director of 
JFS; and Deborah Grinstein, endowment director, Youngstown Area Jewish Federation .
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By Seth Murray

During our tour 
of Birkenau, I was 
most struck by my 
inability to cry. 
We had already 
been in one of the 
barracks, we had 
been through the 
“latrines” — if you 

want to call them that — and we had 
even visited the crumbled ruins of the 
crematoriums, but I was unable to cry. 
Some of my companions were, quite 
understandably, completely letting 
loose. I was surrounded by choked 
sobs and little canals of tears running 
down pink faces. Although I had nev-
er been much of a crier, I assumed that 
Auschwitz, of all places would move 
me to tears, but it didn’t.

Now, that’s not to say that I wasn’t 
experiencing any emotion. I felt angry, 
confused, disoriented and I was very 
much attuned to the sense of utter de-
spair soaked into every square inch of 
the camp — but I wasn’t able to reach 
enough of a personal connection to 
what had happened to move me to 
tears.

At the time, I attributed this to 
simply not having any “ownership” 
of the Holocaust. I was a confirmed 
Catholic of Irish-Italian descent from 
Youngstown, Ohio, and the chaotic 
nature of immigration to America in 
the early twentieth century made it 
difficult to have any real sense of my 
European ancestry. Perhaps it is right, 

I thought at the time, that I am not 
making any claims to being a part of 
this. In all likelihood, the outward 
expression of a constructed connec-
tion to the Holocaust would place me 
among the ranks of William Styron — 
notorious for this transgression spe-
cifically in Sophie’s Choice and almost 
equally disturbingly in The Confes-
sions of Nat Turner — it would make 
me a fraud.

Something peculiar happened once 
we entered the sauna, though. The 
sauna was the building you were sent 
to after you “survived” the initial se-
lection — the weeding out of the “use-
less.” Here, they conducted a second-
ary inspection to make sure you had 
not concealed anything earlier, like an 
early pregnancy or some kind of dis-
order not apparent on first glance. 

After this second inspection you 
were stripped down, shaven, given an 
identification number that was tattooed 
onto your arm and you were given your 
uniform.  For me, the unnerving nature 
of the rest of the camp paled in com-
parison to this room. I was standing in 
the place where human beings stopped 
being human beings. 

The notion of a person not being 
a person — and instead becoming a 
number — was so foreign to me that 
if had I been unable to make sense of 
what I had seen before, I was now ut-
terly mystified. Any chance of com-
prehension seemed lost. I should note 
that I am an avid reader and writer, 
and I am so passionate about both of 
those things, in large part, because 

they allow me to make some sense of 
the chaotic world around me. Susan 
Cheever, the daughter of the writer 
John Cheever, wrote that her father 
urged her to journal because for him, 
it was a way of understanding what 
seemed to be such an alien world. I 
now felt, for the first time in many, 
many years that no amount of read-
ing or writing would aid in demystify-
ing this experience. This is a kind of 
disorientation, I thought, from which 
there is no return. 

However, it was at this moment that 
Kristin asked us all to take a seat on 
the long bench near the wall and dis-
tributed a handout. It was an excerpt 
from a book by Primo Levi — the Ital-
ian prisoner of Auschwitz whose If this 
Is a Man is, in my opinion, the most 
thought-provoking investigation into 
the Holocaust available. In this pas-
sage, Levi wrote about the inability of 
the victims to make others — or them-
selves — really, truly grasp what they 
had been through. He wrote about the 
need to remedy this by constructing a 
new utopian language about the Ho-
locaust, because the one we have now 
fails us entirely. I call it “utopian,” be-
cause the implication is that language, 
here, is a failure. It is only in our in-

dividual imaginations that such a per-
fect communicative process could ac-
tually be constructed. 

The Levi passage made me real-
ize what my visit to Auschwitz and 
my trip to Poland were really about: 
I am not supposed to make sense of 
what happened. Nobody is. Nobody 
can. The people who were imprisoned 
there can’t and those who listen to 
their stories also cannot. The atroci-
ties of the Shoah elude comprehen-
sion on all fronts. However, there is 
something to be said about the act of 
attempting to understand. We listen to 
the experiences of survivors, we watch 
movies and documentaries about the 
Holocaust, we read memoirs and its 
fictionalized accounts. We attempt to 
understand because that is all we can 
do. There are certain phenomena so 
terrible that humans probably weren’t 
meant to understand them, but we 
must try, because it is only in the try-
ing that we may be able to prevent 
them from happening again.

Editor’s note: Mr. Murray was a 
member of the student group who vis-
ited Poland with Kent Jewish Studies 
Director Chaya Kessler. He presented 
thi response at the celebration of the 
40th anniveray of the Kent program.

Commentary
Kent Jewish Studies student overwhelmed by experience in Poland

Kent Jewish Studies at 40
As Beverly J. Warren, president of 

Kent State University, addressed the 
attendees at the May 17 gala who had 
come to honor both Dr. Herbert Ho-
chhauser and to celebrate the Kent 
Jewish Studies Program for which he 
had served as director for 19 years, 
she expressed her ongoing support for 
the program.

In her address, President War-
ren expressed her intention that “the 
name ‘Kent State’ will continue to 
be associated with the kind of deep 
commitment demonstrated by [cur-
rent program] Director Chaya Kes-
sler and everyone affiliated with our 
Jewish Studies Program both past and 
present — a commitment to build-
ing bridges of understanding and to 

prepare graduates whose open hearts 
and open minds compel them to lead 
meaningful change in our region and 
in our world.”

A particularly moving part of the 
evening was Atty. James Pazol’s trib-
ute to the late Dr. Saul Friedman 
whose memory was also honored at 
the event. Said Atty. Pazol, “Those 
who knew him in the ‘60s, ‘70s, and 
‘80s will remember his passion, his 
temper, and his love of teaching and 
writing.”

Atty. Pazol reminded the audience 
that the very idea of teaching course 
in Jewish Studies stemmed from an 
article Dr. Friedman published in 
1972 in Jewish Frontier, “Teaching the 
Holocaust.
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The Federation and the JCC spon-
sored many programs celebrating the 
beauty and diversity of life in the only 
free democracy in the Middle East.  
Through the support of the Thomases 
Family Endowment, the Federation 
has emerged as a national and interna-
tional leader in promoting egalitarian 
and social justice initiatives in Israel 
that help vulnerable and underserved 
populations throughout the state.  
Federation support of education has 
allowed the Israel components of the 
Akiva Academy and MSJS curricula to 
grow, and has promoted partnerships 
with Israel and other programs of 
mutual understanding in public and 
parochial schools throughout the Ma-
honing and Shenango Valleys.   And 
as we all watched with grave concern 
this past summer while Hamas terror-
ists provoked a military confrontation 
in Gaza by shooting a continuous bar-
rage of rockets from behind human 
shields into Israeli civilian locations, 
the JCRC and Federation convened a 
moving community gathering in sup-
port of Israel, and served on the front 
lines in the general community, with 
media, and with public officials in 
generating support for Israel’s right to 
self-defense.

But in addition to Israel, we also 
addressed many other challenges 
right here at home. One of the most 
difficult tasks faced by a community is 
the orderly transition of power from 
one leader to the next.  Every nation, 
religious group, society, organization, 
and family inevitably faces the chal-
lenge of how to transfer allegiance and 
authority from the accepted leader to 
the appointed successor.

Effective January 1, 2015, Andy 
Lipkin succeeded Sam Kooperman 
as Executive Vice-President of the 
Youngstown Area Jewish Federation.  
As we all celebrated Sam’s 41 years of 
dedicated service to our community, 
we welcomed Andy in his new role.  
In just a few short months, Andy has 
brought his almost 30 years of valu-
able service to our community with 
tremendous energy and enthusiasm.  

In June, I will be completing my 
three-year term as president of the 

Federation.  I have been honored to 
serve as president following so many 
other community leaders too numer-
ous to mention.  I am so pleased to 
have yet another community icon fol-
low me as president of the Youngstown 
Area Jewish Federation, Atty. Alan 
Kretzer.  Alan will assume his new 
role in June and I cannot be happier 
for our community and Federation.  
He has served in so many volunteer 
positions over the years, and will work 
with the Federation Board, along with 
Andy and his professional staff to cre-
ate a new “blue print” for our regional 
Jewish community moving forward.  
I wish Alan all the success in his new 
positon and I know our Federation is 
in every good hands.  

Our Jewish community will most 
likely be undertaking a strategic plan-
ning process over the next year, and 
I hope everyone will have the oppor-
tunity to participate in some manner.  
Along with our more than capable 
professional staff, and lay leaders, we 
will have the opportunity to reimagine 
the kind of community we want to be.  

With anti-Semitism on the rise in 
Europe and elsewhere, with Jews in 
the Ukraine under constant shelling 
which has brought normal life to a 
standstill, and with much uncertainty 
over negotiations with Iran regarding 
its nuclear weapon aspirations, we in 
the Jewish world are at a crossroads.  
Through our strategic planning pro-
cess, we hope to refocus our priorities 
not only locally, but worldwide and 
“imagine how 1700 Jews can make a 
difference in this world”.  

Please allow me to highlight just a 
few of the wonderful programs/ser-
vices that our Federation offers our 
small, but vibrant community.  First, 
the JCC continues to offer a wide vari-
ety of adult programming that is Jew-
ishly oriented including J-Cafe’s with 
speakers and musical groups from 
YSU’s Dana School of Music, trips to 
Broadway shows in Cleveland and 
Pittsburgh, and forthe first time, a trip 
to Jewish Chicago.

One of our more successful pro-
grams over the past 8-10 years has 
brought Shlichim to our community.  

Bruce Lev delivers last report  
as Jewish Federation president 

Annual Meeting

(Continued on page 8)
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The Butler Institute of American Art
Youngstown Butler Institute and Beecher Center Hours:

www.butlerart.com

Beecher Court, The Butler Institute’s enclosed central courtyard is a grand and appealing gathering space that provides a 
truly breathtaking setting for your event. A post-modern design, the two-story atrium space is accented by brass and glass 
partitions. Carrara marble floors and a soaring glass ceiling supported by great stucco columns. The marble and brass 
staircase, lighted dramatically by the sunlight or moonlight that pours through the surrounding glass wall, provides an 
impressive focal point for your event.

NEW!
Plan to have your wedding ceremony in the 
chapel of the Butler north Education Center 

(the former First Christian Church) located next to 
the Butler Institute on Wick Avenue!

This beautiful American Gothic revival style chapel 
is now available for rental.

Keeping a connection with departing Schlichim

We have a special book on display 
at the JCC library. It is simply enti-
tled ISRAEL and, as the dust jacket 

describes it, “This magnificent book 
is an eloquent evocation of Israel and 
its people. 

It is the result of a collaboration 
between two internationally re-
nowned artists: A.B. Yehoshua, one 
of Israel’s most distinguished writ-
ers, and Frédéric Brenner, the recipi-
ent of three of France’s major awards 
for photography.” 

Mr. Brenner is a French photog-
rapher best known for his opus Di-
aspora, the result of a 25-year search 
in over 40 countries to create a visual 
record of the Jewish Diaspora at the 
end of the twentieth century. The 
project became a probing pursuit of 

the multiplicity of dissonant iden-
tities of individual Jews and of the 
Jewish people living among the na-
tions. As The New York Times wrote, 
“What he found inevitably poses the 
questions, what is a Jew and who, re-
ally, are ‘’the Jews’’?”

Not only is ISRAEL a spectacular 
book, but Mr. Brenner is the father 
of Elior Liss, who, along with her 
husband Eran, have been our two 
schlichim working at the  JCC for 
the last two years.  This month they 
will be leaving us to return home to 
Israel, but we will have a connection 
with them through this magnificent 
book.  

I wish to give a special thank you to the Sisterhood at Temple El 
Emeth for donating to the JCC library the book, From Despair to 
Happiness: A Jewish Girl’s Memoir: My Journey from Germany and 
the Holocaust to Liberation and Life in America by Hannelore Marx. 
English readers will appreciate Hannelore’s efforts to translate her 
thoughts from German into moving English prose as she shares her 
sensitive recollections of stories of four generations of her family and 
her courageousness as a holocaust survivor.

    Sincerely,
    Mary Lou Henneman, librarian

Eran and Elior:  
remembering their 
stay in Youngstown 
by the numbers

As we are finishing our time here in 
Youngstown, we decided to summa-
rize our Shlichut with some numbers 
(You guys do love your numbers!)
1 Baby born 

2 Kickball teams we played on

2  Concept nights (Druze and Mexi-
can)

4  Times we drove to Grove City and 
spent our monthly salary

5 Passover Seder (includes four 
model Seders)

6 Israel Updates at Levy Gardens

9  Hanukkah parties (on nine differ-
ent nights)

10 Number of people coming to our 
first event

12 Lunch and Learns

30  Kids in the CDC who think our 
name is Shabbat

100  Number of people attending the 
Israel 67 Celebration

500  Times we sang the “Hatikvah” 

1,412,786,501 – Times people did not 
say our names correctly [Its Eran 
not Iran. Elior (Like Elinor with-
out the N); and Uriya (Try Oori-
yah, better?)]

But it is not really about the num-
bers. It is about the wonderful Jewish 
Community of Youngstown. It’s about 
the generous and welcoming people 
we had the honor to meet.

We hope we left a little bit of Israel 
with you, Know that you left a  lot of 
Youngstown in us.

Thank you for the beautiful and 
fulfilling experience you all gave us.

We will be going back to Israel with 
positive energy and good memories. 
Know that there is a home for you 
in Israel (probably small but we will 
manage).

Your Shlichim,
Eran and Elior Liss
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JCRC is the public affairs depart-
ment of the Youngstown Area Jewish 
Federation and represents the Jew-
ish communities of Mahoning and 
Shenango Valleys. Its mandate is to 
protect, preserve, and promote a just, 
democratic, and pluralistic American 
society, and to safeguard the rights of 
Jews here, in Israel, and around the 
world. The JCRC combats anti-Semi-
tism and discrimination, and strength-
ens the Jewish community’s relation-
ship with the general community. 
Additional priorities on the JCRC’s 
agenda include clarifying church-state 
issues, helping to determine the Jew-
ish community’s positions on critical 
public policy issues, promoting Holo-
caust education and commemoration, 
and playing a lead role in social action 
programming. The JCRC achieves 
these important communal objectives 
through a variety of activities, includ-
ing, but not limited to the following: 

Israel Advocacy
The continued support for a strong 

U.S./Israel relationship is one of the 
JCRC’s primary objectives.  It strongly 
advocates for this relationship at the 
Federal and State levels, serves as the 
Federation’s primary voice for Israel in 
the greater community, and provides 
the Jewish community with the need-
ed tools and information to become 
strong Israel advocates in their own 
right.  These services were particularly 
needed this year as the JCRC joined 
with Jewish communities nationally 
and internationally in response to the 
summer war in Gaza, to the continued 
threat of a nuclear-armed Iran, and to 
specific challenges in recent months 
involving the relationships between 
leaders in Washington and Jerusalem.  
And, the extremely well received local 
Israel Advocacy Training Program, in 
conjunction with a national network 
of similar programs in other Federa-
tions, attracted more participants here 
than anywhere else in the nation.
Public Official Outreach

A key to successful community 

relations work is simply maintaining 
close relationships with community 
leaders, particularly with public offi-
cials who shape policies in Washing-
ton, Columbus and Harrisburg that 
have a direct bearing on the work of all 
area Jewish agencies and institutions.  
Whether we advocate for legislation 
that protects Medicare or Medicaid 
funding for Heritage Manor, policies 
on behalf of Israel, or laws in favor of 
greater freedoms, the JCRC is always 
on the front lines, working diligently 
to develop strong, ongoing relation-
ships with public officials at all levels 
of government.  The JCRC also helps 
to forge relationships with individual 
Jewish community members and their 
public officials with whom they might 
need to meet in furtherance of their 
own professional objectives.

Holocaust Commemoration
The JCRC is the Federation’s lead 

agency in the planning of annual Ho-
locaust commemoration and memori-
al programs, and supports commemo-
ration activities throughout the Valley 
and the State. Remembrance not only 
obligates us to memorialize those who 
were lost during the Shoah, but it also 
reminds us of the fragility of democ-
racy and the need to protect freedom, 
promote human dignity, and confront 
hate wherever it occurs.  

Holocaust Education
The JCRC recognizes that it is vital 

to educate younger generations about 
the lessons of the Holocaust, particu-
larly as the ranks of local Survivors 
continue to dwindle.  To this end, the 
JCRC coordinates a number of edu-
cational opportunities for area youth, 
which includes the professionally-
produced film and traveling exhibit 
about the life and legacy of Bill Vegh, a 
film about the life of Esther Shudmak, 

and the hiring of teacher Jesse Mc-
Clain in the newly-created position of 
Holocaust Education Specialist.  And 
plans are already underway for the 
creation of additional films and exhi-
bitions about other area Survivors.

Intergroup/Interfaith  
Relations

Although Israel is arguably the 
number one issue for the Jewish com-
munity, it is clearly not the only one.  
The JCRC is the Jewish community’s 
representative at numerous interfaith 
and intergroup organizations and co-
alitions that work for the betterment 
of the Mahoning and Shenango Val-
leys.  The JCRC also helps to empower 
local Jewish community members 
to engage in important social action 
and social justice projects such as the 
annual High Holiday Food Drive in 
support of the Second Harvest Food 
Bank.

Annual Meeting

Jewish Community Relations Council
by Scott Lewis, President

Credit/Mike Capps

New Life Church brings Evangelical and Jewish communities together for “Youngstown Stands with Israel” rally.
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Bruce Lev’s Annual Report (continued from page 6)

Eran and Elior Liss will be leaving 
to return to Israel in June after two 
years.  The Shlichim add much to Jew-
ish programming and the community, 
as well as serve as ambassadors to Is-
rael to many schools, churches and 
civic groups.  We look forward to new 
Shlichim arriving in August who will 
teach at Akvia Academy and MSJS, in 
addition to their responsibilities at the 
JCC/Federation.  

The JCRC continues to closely 
monitor and respond to numerous 
inquiries regarding international is-
sues and concerns to the Jewish com-
munity.  This year, the JCRC created a 
new position to enhance its ability to 
promote quality Holocaust education 
to both the Mahoning and Shenango 
Valleys.  We are pleased to announce 
that veteran teacher and Holocaust 
scholar Jesse McClain will be our Ho-
locaust Educational Specialist, and 
will bring his vast background and 
passion to this position. 

Heritage Manor, Jewish Family Ser-
vices, and Levy Gardens continue to 
care about the elderly as well as people 
who have medical problems or special 
needs.  Heritage Manor and Levy Gar-
dens is open to everyone and offers re-
spite, daycare and rehab services.  JFS 
continues to offer counseling, guard-
ianships and has an ongoing program 
entitled “Our Gang,” which provides 

monthly and annual programs for de-
velopmentally disabled adults. 

The Federation continues to dis-
tribute funds through the Thomases 
Family Endowment to a number of 
Jewish causes locally and in Israel, in-
cluding a significant amount of money 
to non-Jewish causes which emphasiz-
es our commitment to the community 
as a whole.  Additionally the Federa-
tion continues to make distributions 
from the Stanley Engel Fund to Ben-
efit People to help those in need.  

The Federation provides various 
services to the above named depart-
ments as well as funds to provide ser-
vices to the community.  Our annual 
Campaign in 2014 raised $1,346,219, 
the highest per capita giving in North 
America for a Jewish community our 
size.  Our Endowment Department is 
most active and it continues to receive 
endowment gifts.  Please consider 
contacting our Endowment Depart-
ment if you desire information about 
Legacy gifts.

Again, I feel privileged to have 
served as president of the Federation, 
and I feel comfortable knowing that 
we are in capable hands with Atty. 
Alan Kretzer. I wish to thank each 
member of our community who play 
a part in the betterment of our Jewish 
community, both regionally and glob-
ally.

• Kravitz’s Catering Service is available for 
weddings, graduation parties, and Bar Mitz-
vahs.

• Full service catering for brunches and din-
ners. Kosher and non-kosher.

• Authorized caterer for the DD Davis Cen-
ter, Jewish Community Center, Temples El 
Emeth, Ohev Tzedek, and Rodef  Sholom.

2015 JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER 
SUZI SOLOMON GOLF CLASSIC

Please join us for a day of golf on Monday, June 8, 2015 at the beauti-
ful Avalon Country Club Squaw Creek Golf Course in Vienna, Ohio.  
Events for the day include lunch, 18 holes of golf, cocktail hour and 

dinner with open bar, plus an exciting live auction and raffle. Compli-
mentary refreshments will be provided on the course throughout the 

day, and locker and shower facilities will be available.  Can’t join us for 
golf? Please join us at 6:00 p.m. for cocktails, appetizers, dinner and 

the auction!
Lunch/Registration 11:30 a.m.
Shotgun Tee Time 12:45 p.m.

Cocktail and Appetizers  6 p.m 
Dinner, Raffle and Auction to follow

Entry Fees:
Golf and Dinner $180/person

Dinner/Cocktail Hour $50 person
Expand your support for the JCC by becoming a sponsor (in addition 

to your entry fees).
Register today by filling out the enclosed Registration Form with play-
ers’ names and golf handicaps, and return with your payment. Or join 

us for cocktails, dinner and the auction at 6:00 p.m.

Can’t participate that day?  Donations may be sent to the JCC on the 
registration form. For questions, call Bea, 330.746.3250, ext 114.
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2015-2016

Edward’s Florist 
911 Elm Street 

Youngstown, Ohio, 44505
330-744-4387

The year 2015 is a milestone for 
our community, representing 50 years 
of dedicated service to the elderly in 
the greater Youngstown area. Heritage 
Manor opened its doors on March 
8, 1965 with the admission of Yetta 
Cruickshank to our then 40-bed facil-
ity. Since then, we have helped more 
than 2,000 elderly men and women 
with care and services that can only 
be described as outstanding. We are 
blessed with a dedicated staff and a 
committed board that wants to ensure 
that our elderly’s needs are continually 
met. 

On March 8, we celebrated the ac-

tual golden anniversary with residents, 
families, staff, and volunteers par-
ticipating in a very moving program. 
On May 31, we celebrated the Home’s 
golden anniversary with a community 
event held at the Jewish Community 
Center. 

I’m happy to report that Heritage 
Manor continues to be a 5-star rated 
facility based on criteria that the federal 
government uses that includes quality 
measures, staffing, and survey infor-
mation. We are one of two facilities in 
the Valley that have the highest rating. 
While this process is a moving target, 
this is the fourth year in a row that we 
have been a 5-star rated facility. 

In 2014, we had a total of 51 short-
term admissions, 35 long-term admis-
sions, 53 rehabilitation discharges, 
and 30 expirations at Heritage Manor.  

Our average occupancy rate was 
at 93% or 67 residents per day.  Heri-
tage Manor’s Adult Day Service Pro-
gram serviced 18 participants daily. 
The program provides a supportive 
environment that embraces the par-
ticipants’ needs which include trans-
portation, Kosher meal service, and 
nursing assistance. 

Levy Gardens, our beautiful and 
functional assisted-living program is  a 
residence that offers alternative hous-
ing for those elderly who could func-
tion without needing nursing home 
care. Levy Gardens offers gracious 
living, fine dining, and outstanding 
services to the tenants in a residential 
environment that connects them with 
friends and family.

Jewish Family Services
If you search through the archives 

of this Jewish community, and most 
others, you can find the early activity 
of the Jewish community. In almost 
all cases you will find the common de-
nominator is in the form of a question:  
“Who will respond to the needs of the 
needy among us?”

When our community evolved, the 
issues of the times were who will pro-
vide for the newly widowed, who will 
provide for the newly orphaned, and 
who will provide for the recently dis-
abled.  Jewish Family Services was the 
answer to the question; it was then, 
it is now, and it will be in the future.  
The types of problems change through 
the years, but overall issues remain.  
Where does one go when they don’t 
know where and how to seek solutions 
to the problems that face us? Through 
the years with the advent of orphanag-
es, welfare programs, and Social Secu-
rity, many of the problems were being 
met in other ways.  Issues shifted to 
affordable housing, psychiatric care, 
adoptions, and services for the elderly, 
and integration of the disabled into 
the community.

We saw through the development 
of Jewish orphanages, we operated 
an adoption service, and we helped 
place those afflicted with psychiatric 
or developmental problems in the best 
institutions available at the time, and 
we helped refugees assimilate.  Our 
counseling services today are avail-
able to all and are provided by the best 
trained and most experienced of any 
in the area. These services are avail-
able on a sliding scale for those who 

do not have insurance or who cannot 
afford full cost.

Today, the focus on care to those 
with disabilities is to maintain and 
mainstream in the community, as op-
posed to institutional care.  Without 
extended family to care for the frail 
elderly, we developed knowledge and 
expertise for those trying to maintain 
their independence.  We developed 
support and recreational groups for 
the disabled with emotional or devel-
opmental problems.  We have stayed 
current with all the changing rules 
of entitlements and we assist those 
in need of help to obtain them. And 
today, a great need continues to grow 
in the area of protective services. Who 
can be responsible for serious deci-
sions for those who may be limited 
or incapable of deciding for them-
selves, when their family is no longer 
able manage these issues?  JFS offers 
guardianship services, trusts, and trust 
advisement to assist those in need of 
this kind of help to remain as safe and 
healthy as possible.  JFS guardianship 
services has been provided to those in 
need who live in family homes, who 
live in group homes, who live in nurs-
ing homes, and to those who live in 
Mahoning, Trumbull, Ashtabula, and 
Mercer counties.   

Many of the problems change and 
many remain constant.  But through-
out the years, JFS has been here, is 
here, and will be here in the coming 
year and the years that follow….. to be 
of assistance, to be an asset , to help, to 
make a referral,  or to seek the answers 
elsewhere to the many issues that face 
us.

Annual Meeting

Human Services Department
by Atty. Robert Lev, President

Atty. Robert Lev accepts a a congratualtory 
proclamation from the Ohio State Senate, 
presented by State Senator Capri Cafaro at 
Heritage Manor’s 50th Anniversary gala.
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BOARDMAN - Mollie Kessler, 
wife of Gerry Kessler, passed away 
peacefully in her sleep, at her home, 
on April 30.

She and Gerry Kessler were mar-
ried for 56 years, until his death in 
2003.

She leaves four children, daugh-
ter, Susie Kessler, married to Pe-
ter Geffen, both of New York City, 
Sandy Kessler, married to Chaya 
Kessler, both of Boardman, Mickey 
Kessler of Marietta, and Amy Kes-
sler, who lived with her mother as 
her cherished companion and care-
giver. She also leaves grandchildren 
Jonah and Julia, Dan and LuAnn, 
Nessa and Micah, Ari, Oren and 
Jessica, Ben and Rachel, and El-
lyanna; and great-grandchildren 
Bina and Shula; as well as countless, 
beloved nephews and nieces. She is 
also survived by her brothers, Don 
and Gerry Lackey; sister Fay Pol-
lock; and sisters-in-law Shirley Kes-
sler and Laurel Kohn.

Mollie was a generous, gre-
garious, caring and loving person, 
whose good works will live on as 
her legacy. Additionally, she leaves 
hundreds of others in the com-

munity whose lives she touched as 
founding member of ACLD and the 
Mollie Kessler School. She did pio-
neering work in the field of Special 
Education for children and adults. 
After her family, her greatest pride 
came from the accomplishments of 
the graduates of her school.

She was the first woman mem-
ber of the downtown Rotary, served 
on many local non-profit boards, 
and received numerous awards for 
her devotion to the community.

She truly cared about everyone 
she met and welcomed them into 
her heart and her home.

She was a lifelong active member 
of the Ohev Tzedek Temple and led 
the Sisterhood for many years, and 
also served on the Temple’s board of 
directors.

Funeral services were held on 
Sunday, May 3, at Ohev Tzedek 
Temple in Boardman.

Contributions may be made to 
the Ohev Tzedek Synagogue, 5245 
Glenwood Ave., Boardman, OH 
44512.

Arrangements were handled 
by the Shriver-Allison-Courtley-
Weller-King Funeral Home.

PORT ORANGE, FLA. - Eugene 
Bernard Goldberg, 89, died peace-
fully Tuesday, May 26, 2015, at Hal-
ifax Health Hospice in Port Orange, 
surrounded by family and friends.

He was born May 15, 1926, in 
Youngstown, the son of the late Da-
vid C. and Frieda R. Levin Goldberg.

“Gene” was a graduate of The 
Rayen School and attended the Uni-
versity of Illinois and Youngstown 
College. He owned Trumbull Credit 
and Adjustment Bureau for 40 years, 
retiring in 1998.

Gene was a member of Temple 
Rodef Shalom in Youngstown. He 
had been a member of the Ohio 
and National Associations of Credit 
Bureaus, the Squaw Creek Country 
Club, the Warren Kiwanis Club and 
Carroll F. Clapp Masonic Lodge No. 
655 in Warren. In addition, he found-
ed the Trumbull County Scholarship 
Foundation in the 1960s. Gene had 
been an avid golfer and skier.

Gene is survived by his wife of 34 

years, Margaret M. Ulp Goldberg, 
whom he married Feb. 20, 1981; one 
daughter, Marcia J. (Derrik) Eichel-
berger of Santa Barbara, Calif.; one 
son, David J. Goldberg of Nevada; 
two grandchildren, Jared and Aliah 
Eichelberger of Santa Barbara; his 
nephew, David Shield of Key West, 
Fla.; and many family and friends 
who loved and adored him.

One sister, Helen Shield preceded 
him in death in 2007.

The funeral service was held 
Monday, June 1, at the Lane Fam-
ily Funeral Homes, Roberts-Clark 
Chapel in Warren, where the family 
received friends prior to the service. 
Burial was at Paynes Corners Cem-
etery in Brookfield Township.

Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Autism Society of Santa 
Barbara, P.O. Box 30364, Santa Bar-
bara, CA 93130; the Halifax Health 
Hospice of Volusia, 3800 Wood Bri-
ar Trail, Port Orange, FL 32129; or 
to the donor’s favorite charity.

Bernice Tannenbaum, a former 
national president of Hadassah, 
who earned the group’s highest 
honor for her legacy of contribu-
tions died, April 6 at the age of 101.

Tannenbaum joined Hadassah in 
1944 and became its national presi-
dent in 1976, serving until 1980. She 
initiated the organization’s practice 
of periodically holding its annual 
convention in Israel convening the 
first such Jerusalem gathering in 
1978. She also launched Hadassah’s 
first strategic planning initiative, re-
sulting in key structural changes.

She served as chair of the Ha-
dassah Medical Organization from 
1980 to 1984. In 1983, she founded 
Hadassah International, which is 
now represented in 21 countries.

She served as international coor-
dinator of Hadassah International 
for 10 years.

As chair of the American section 
of the World Zionist Organization, 
Tannenbaum spearheaded the Unit-
ed States campaign for repudiation 
of United Nations General Assem-
bly resolution 3379, that equated 
Zionism with racism, which came 
to a successful conclusion with its 
repeal in 1991. In 2000, she played 
a central role as spokeswoman for 
Hadassah’s successful campaign to 
achieve a NGO consultative status 
at the U.N. Economic and Social-
Council.

She was co-president of the 
World Confederation of United Zi-
onists for 15 years, then honorary
president. She served as vice presi-
dent and national secretary of the 
Jewish Telegraphic agency, vice
president of the United Israel Ap-

Eugene Bernard GoldbergMollie Kessler

In Memoriam

Bernice Tannenbaum, former national Hadassah president

Alvin Weisberg will conduct the 
service for David Friedman’s unveil-
ing  at the Ohev Tzedek Cemetery,  

on Monday, June 22, at 11 a.m. The 
cemetery is located on Tippecanoe 
Rd. south of Canfield Rd (Rte. 62).

May their memories be for a blessing.

David Friedman

(Continued on page 17)
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For Meryl Schor, Suzi M. Kooperman Youth 
Leadership Award and  graduation honors

Zachary Ryan Sperling
Howland High School

Zachary Sperling, the son of Ashley and Adam 
Sperling  will graduate from Howland High School 
on June 3, receiving a diploma with honors, having 
been in the Howland Scholars Program of Studies.

In the fall, he will attend the Indiana Universi-
ty, Kelley School of Business. Scholarships he was 
awarded include the Dean Scholarship (Indiana 
University), Hutton Honors Scholarship (Indiana 
University), Ethics and Integrity Scholarship (Bet-
ter Business Bureau- Columbiana, Mahoning & 
Trumbull Counties), the Toni Ross Spirit Scholar-
ship (The Howland Community Scholarship Foun-
dation, Inc.) and the Richard T. Naples Scholarship 
(Richard T. Naples, Sr. Education Foundation).

While in high school, he has been the co-captain 
of the varsity soccer- team , and has been active 
with the Young Entrepreneur’s Society, the National 
Honor Society, and has been a volunteer with the 
Animal Welfare League Shelter

Among his academic honors and recognitions 
are — cumulative GPA 3.95, Academic Award 
(freshman-senior years); three-year Choir Letter 
(participating in A Cappella Choir for 3 years).

As a member of the Varsity soccer team, he 
earned an athletic letter for three years. In addition, 
he was named 2014 Youngstown District Division 
I Player of the Year, awarded by the Youngstown 
District Soccer Coaches Association; he was  se-
lected for the  2014 Youngstown District Division 

Celebrating Meryl Schor’s Suzi B. Kooperman’s Youth Leadership Award are (from left) her mother, Dr. Harriet Schor, father 
Atty. Neil Schor, and Alan Mirkin who presented the certificate to Meryl.

Meryl Schor
Liberty High School

After graduating from Liberty High School with 
honors this month, Meryl Schor, daughter of Neil 
and Dr. Harriet Schor, will be attending Indiana 
University in the fall although she has not decided 
on a major. 

Meryl attended Akiva Academy through 6th 
grade and was a Bat Mitzvah in 2010. She joined 
the B’nai B’rith Youth Organization in 2011 and has 
participated in many local, regional and interna-
tional programs. She served as an officer, including 
chapter president, nearly every year of her involve-

(Continued on page 14) (Continued on next page)

Congratulations to 2015 graduates
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Mathew Moamis
Howland High 
School

Mathew is the son 
of George and Melissa 
Moamis and the grand-
son of Donald and Phyl-
lis Goldberg and Harvey 
amd Nancuy Kayne.

Mathew will gradu-
ate from Howland High 
School this month with a 
3.71 GPA.  

While at Howland, 
Mathew participated in 
the Young Entrepreneurs 
Society, basketball, year-
book staff, Spanish club, 
attendance office aide, 
and the Student Senate. 
He is a four-year academic letter recipient. Mathew has worked at Handel’s on Belmont for the past two 
years.

Mathew will be attending Kent State University in the fall to pursue a degree in business. He has been 
awarded a Kent State Trustee Scholarship as well as the Philips/Sekanick Architects scholarship through 
Howland High School.

Mathew and his family are members of Temple Rodef Sholom, and he attended Akiva Academy for el-
ementary school. They reside in Liberty Township.

Devra R. Silverman
University of Cincinnati

Devra R. Silverman, daughter of Harry and Elyse 
Silverman and granddaughter of Estelle Silverman 
and the late Charles Silverman and Sara Wolkoff 
and the late Allen Wolkoff, has graduated from the 
University of Cincinnati with Bachelor of Arts in 
communication with a Public Relations Certificate 
and a minor in Judaic studies

At the university, she was a member of Chi Ome-
ga Fraternity, a Hillel Engagement intern, and a UC 
Roar tour guide.

Rachel Saunders
University of Toledo

Rachel Saunders graduated from the University 
of Toledo on Sunday, May 10, earning a Bachelor of 
Arts in psychology. She plans to focus her career on 
the study of animal behavior. She begins her intern-
ship at the Toledo Zoo this month and will begin 
applying to graduate schools for applied animal be-
havior programs in the fall. Her proud family in-
cludes parents Dr. Marc and Rhonda Saunders and 
sister Shira.

I All District First Team, also awarded by YDSCA; 
received the 2014 Youngstown District Individual 
Academic Award, awarded by YDSCA; named 2014 
All-Conference Player of the Year  by AAC.

Further, the Ohio Scholastic Soccer Coaches As-
sociation 2014 named him to the All-Ohio Division 
I First Team and as a 2014 Academic All-Ohio.

Editor’s note: Families were invited to 
submit graduation information and 
photographs for this issue of the Jew-
ish Journal. Some photographs — es-
pecially those taken with a phone or 
scanned at a low resolution — may 
not reproduce well in the newspaper. 
Hence, these photos could not be en-
larged or otherwise edited. 

Zach Sperling (continued from prior page)

Celebrations
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Benjamin Legow
Brandeis University

Ben Legow, the son of Attys. Elliot and Chris 
Legow Heller has graduated from Brandeis 
University, Heller School for Social Policy and 
Management, with a Master of Arts in sustain-
able international development.

He is currently serving as Climate Change 
Adaptation Program Coordinator for the Aga 
Khan Development Network in Naryn, Kyrgyz-
stan, where he previously he had been  a pro-
gram intern.

Ben also served as a Peace Corps volunteer from 2009 – 2011 teaching  Eng-
lish as a foreign language in a rural community in Kyrgyzstan for grades 3-11. 
While there, he wrote and implemented three grants for training seminars for 
Kyrgyz English teachers.

CELEBRATE
LIFE’S IMPORTANT MOMENTS WITH A MAZEL TOV BOND

A Gift of Mazel Tov Bonds Helps Support Every Aspect 
of Israel’s Economy, Allowing for Advances in High-Tech, 

Biotechnology and Communications

This is not an offering, which can be made only by prospectus. Read the prospectus carefully before investing to fully evaluate the risks associated with investing in Israel bonds. Issues subject 
to availability. Member FINRA   Photos: Aleksandr Kutsayev, Corbis, Comstock, istockphoto.com

Development Corporation for Israel/Israel Bonds
23240 Chagrin Blvd., Suite 810 · Beachwood, OH 44122
216.454.0180 · 800.752.5667
cleveland@israelbonds.com

MAZEL TOV BOND

INVEST IN ISRAEL BONDS · ISRAELBONDS.COM

Jackie Perelman
Chaparral High School

Jackie Perelman is graduating from 
Chaparral High School in Phoenix, 
AZ. She will be attending Miami Uni-
versity of Ohio in the fall. Her parents 
are Jeff and Debbie Perelman of Phoe-
nix, AZ, and her grandmother is Es-
telle Perelman of Sarasota, FL.

Julia Perelman
American University

Julia Perelman is graduating from 
American University with a B.A. is in-
ternational relations. She will be going 
to work for Oracle. Her parents are Jeff 
and Debbie Perelman of Phoenix, AZ 
and her grandmother is Estelle Perel-
man of Sarasota, FL.

Talia Sheakoski
Mercy College

Talia Sheakoski is graduating from 
Mercy College of Ohio with an Asso-
ciate of Science in nursing. She plans 
to pursue her Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degrees in nursing. She is the daughter 
of Dr. Steven & Renee Sheakoski. Her 
grandparents are Elsie and Chester 
Sheakoski from Clarks Summit, PA, 
and Betty Ungar of Wilkes-Barre, PA.

Sarah Szalay
Hickory High School

Sarah Szalay is graduating from 
Hickory High School. She will be at-
tending the University of Akron. Her 
parents are Alex & Wendy Szalay and 
her grandparents are Bobbie Gold-
stone and the late Arthur Goldstone.

The Jewish Journal congratulates all the area’s high school 
and college graduates. In commending their outstanding 
achievements, we wish them every success in the future.

Happy Fathers Day
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Tyler Tamarkin
Howland  High School
Tyler is the son of Kelly and Bruce Ta-
markin and is the grandson of Doris 
Tamarkin and the late Jack Tamarkin 
and Colleen and John Williams.

Tyler is graduating with honors from 
Howland High School class of 2015. He 
is a member of National Honor Society 
and a four-year academic letter recipi-
ent. He played basketball for four years 
and received two Varsity letters. He was 
captain all four years and received the 
Ohio High School Basketball Coaches 
Association Scholarship, the Outstand-
ing Achievement Tiger Award, and the 
All American Conference Scholar-Ath-
lete Award. He participates in the Young 

Entrepreneur Society, Spanish Club, and Student Senate. He has been an active 
volunteer the last two years at the Animal Welfare League.

This fall Tyler will be attending the Kelley School of Business at Indiana 
University in Bloomington, IN, to pursue a degree in business management. 
He was awarded the Distinguished Scholar Award from Indiana University. 
He also received the  Thomas. F Wallace Memorial Scholarship from Howland 
High School.










Adrianna R. Haber
Boardman High School

Adrianna R. Haber daughter of 
Jerry and Vincetta Haber and grand-
daughter of the late Frank and Mina 
Haber and Jack and Connie Russo will 
graduate from Boardman High School 
on June 7.

At Boardman, she has been a mem-
ber of the National Art Honor Society.

In the fall, she will attend Youngs–
town State University in the  College of 
Creative Arts & Communications.

Adam Soshnick
Vanderbilt  
University

Adam Soshnick of 
Parkland, FL, graduated 
from Vanderbilt Uni-
versity on May 8. Adam 
is the son of Jay and 
Loren Soshnick and 
grandson of William 
Rosenblum and Gloria 
Rosenblum. Shown in 
the picture (attached) 
is Adam, Loren, Jay, 
Grandpa William and Unlce Ray. Adam will be employed in Columbus, Ohio 
starting in June.

ment), regional conventions, Chap-
ter Leadership Training Institute 
in 2013, international Leadership 
Training Institute in 2014, Interna-
tional convention in 2014 and 2015, 
and BBYO Passport trip to Israel in 
2013. She served as Coordinator of 
Ohio Northern Regional Regional 
Convention in May. She was award-
ed the Silver Star of Deborah and the 
Gold Star of Deborah acknowledging 
her service to and her leadership in 
BBYO in 2015.  She was also instru-
mental, with the idea of a GaaGaa 
pit in Noah’s Park, in making that a 
reality in 2013. She blew the Shofar 
at temple and Heritage Manor dur-
ing the high holiday services for at 
least three years. Because of these ac-
complishments, she was awarded the 
Suzi M. Kooperman award for Youth 
Service and Leadership 5/15 at the 
Annual YAJF meeting.

Outside of Jewish life, Meryl was 
part of the Liberty Marching Band 
and Symphonic Wind Ensemble 
throughout high school. She played 
trumpet; her talent for the trumpet 
became apparent when she would 
blow the shofar. She was selected 
to participate in multiple Honors 
Band organizations, including and 
especially a performance at Carn-
egie Hall with the American High 
School Honors Performance Series 
in last February. Meryl is a 4 year let-
ter winner in high school tennis and 
received All Conference awards in 
2013 and 2014. She played basketball 
for LHS for four years. She served as 

vice president of National Honor Soci-
ety and Band President in 2014-2015; 
she was on Student Council 2012-
2015; was a member of Tri-M Music 
Honor Society. Outside LHS she par-
ticipated in Youth Leadership Mahon-
ing Valley in 2013 and Buckeye Girls’ 
State in 2014. She is also a 3rd degree 
Black Belt in Tae Kwon Do.

Celebrations
Meryl Schor  
(continued from page 12)
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For more than 50 years, the mis-
sion of the Jewish Community Cen-
ter has been to create and maintain 
a standard of excellence in the areas 
of social, cultural, educational, well-
ness and recreational programs for its 
members of all ages in a Jewish envi-
ronment.  In providing these services, 
the JCC continually strives to develop 
and strengthen Jewish identity, foster 
Jewish values and enrich the quality of 
life for its members as well as for the 
greater community.

The JCC offers an outstanding 
wellness program by way of its state-
of-the-art fitness center, outstand-
ing group exercise classes and fine 
aquatics programming. In addition, 
the Child Development Center at the 
JCC received the highest quality rat-
ing offered by the State of Ohio that 
is unmatched by any other local early 
childhood service provider. 

The summer camp program for 
kids from CDC age through 8th grade 
annually creates wonderful experienc-
es for all of its participants. This year 
we will introduce a specialty camp 
unique to the area — Circus of the 
Kids. We will bring in a group from 
Florida to teach the kids circus skills 
culminating in a performance for all. 
The BBYO program continues to in-
volve local, Jewish teeens as does the 
periodic trips to the JCCA Maccabi 
Games. The JCC also runs the PJ Li-
brary program which excites young 
Jewish families in the area.

Adult programming at the JCC in-
cludes cultural, educational and ex-
periential offerings such as lunch and 
learn and Concept Night programs 
about Jewish topics; the Melton Insti-
tute advance classes of Jewish study;  J-
Cafes with speakers and music groups; 
trips to Broadway shows in Cleveland 

and Pittsburgh as well as extended 
trips to the Chautauqua Institute and 
the trip to Jewish Toronto. 

The Jewish Film Festival in the fall 
was run by the JCC and was met with 
outstanding success and continued in 
the spring. The JCC also provides a 
critical community service through its 

senior outreach program where visits 
are made to homebound Jewish se-
niors who are in need of kindness or 
help in acquiring needed services. Fi-
nally, the JCC frequently collaborates 
with the synagogues and other local 
Jewish organizations to provide top 
quality events for the community.

Annual Meeting

Jewish Community Center
by Tom Shapiro, President
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mvi HomeCare is Northeast Ohio’s premier provider of 
Hospice Care ● Skilled Nursing Services 

Rehabilitative Therapies ● Infusion Therapy Services 

Celebrating 20 Years of Excellence 
1995 - 2015 

  Youngstown Regional Office               Columbiana Regional Office 

Bernice Tannenbaum, former national Hadassah president
(Continued from page 11)

Suzyn Schwebel Epstein, state pres-
ident of the Ohio Council on Holo-
caust and Genocide Education has an-
nounced that the council will presents 
its annual workshop featuring Echoes 
and Reflections: Multimedia Cur-
riculum, plus Survivor testimony, ses-
sions by area scholars and resources 
on Wednesday, June 24, from 9 a.m. 
until 4:30 p.m. at Trinity Lutheran 
Seminary in Bexley, a suburb of Co-
lumbus. The workshop will be held 
in La Sage Lounge Alumni Room in 
the main building, at 2199 East Main 
Street, Bexley, Ohio, 43209. 

Teachers from public, private and 
parochial schools throughout Ohio 
are invited to attend this Workshop. 
All teachers will receive a complimen-
tary copy of Echoes and Reflections 
Multimedia Curriculum ($100 value), 
plus access to lesson plans, primary 
sources, handouts, photographs, vid-
eo testimonies and more. Six CEU’s 
are available to teachers. 

A registration fee of $20 includes 

workshop, materials, continental 
breakfast, lunch and snacks. Space is 
limited, so register early. Registration 
and continental breakfast is 8:30-9 
a.m.; workshop 9 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.  

The Registration deadline is Mon-
day, June 15. Those wishing to regis-
ter should send a send check for $20 
made payable to OCHGE, with name, 
address, phone and cell phone num-
bers, e-mail, school and grades /sub-
jects to: Dr. Rochelle L. Millen, 1246 
Brookwood Place, Columbus, OH 
43209-2812.  

A limited number of spaces are 
also available to other interested adult 
learners; a $36.00 fee includes work-
shops, continental breakfast, lunch 
and refreshments. Copy of the Echoes 
and Reflections Multimedia Curricu-
lum is $100.00. 

The workshop focuses on instruc-
tion of Ohio middle and high school 
teachers, in the history and pedagogy 
of the Holocaust and genocide. The 
Echoes and Reflection portion of the 

workshop will be facilitated by Jill 
Rembrandt, associate project director 
of Echoes and Reflections: Multimedia 
Curriculum, the result of an unprece-
dented partnership among three lead-
ers in Holocaust education: the Anti-
Defamation League, the University of 
Southern California Shoah Founda-
tion Institute for Visual History and 
Education, and Yad Vashem.

The Ohio Council on Holocaust 
and Genocide Education Workshop 
also features presentations Prelude 
to the Holocaust:  Jews and Christians 
over the Ages in Europe, by Rochelle 
L. Millen, Ph.D., professor emerita of 
religion at Wittenberg University; 

Ohio Council on Holocaust and 
Genocide Education, under leadership 
of its president, Suzyn Schwebel Ep-
stein, from Youngstown, has secured 
funding from foundations and indi-
viduals to help teachers participate.  
2015 Workshop is chaired by Rochelle 
Millen and co chaired by Marty Kalb, 
Professor Emeritus of Fine Arts, Ohio 

Wesleyan University, Delaware. Ohio 
Council on Holocaust and Genocide 
Education [OCHGE] provides Ho-
locaust and genocide education and 
resources for teachers throughout 
the state of Ohio. Founded in 1986, 
it currently serves as a clearinghouse 
of information about Holocaust edu-
cational opportunities and program-
ming around the state of Ohio. 

The Council comprises leading 
educators, middle, high school and 
college level; experts in Holocaust 
studies and community leaders from 
all over Ohio. Representatives from 
Holocaust survivor and second gen-
eration communities also serve. New 
council members this year include: 
Dr. Bradley Beach, Associate Profes-
sor of Philosophy, Walsh University, 
North Canton; and Heather Elliott-
Famularo, Associate Professor & 
Chair of Digital Arts, School of Art, 
Bowling Green State University. Sar-
ah L. Weiss  (daughter of Gary Weiss) 
is executive director. 

Statewide workshop for Ohio teachers to take place in Columbus

peal, and national vice president of the 
American Israel Public Affairs Com-
mittee.

In 2003, Tenenbaum received Ha-
dassah’s highest honor, the Henrietta 
Szold Award for distinguished hu-
manitarian service, and in 2009, the 
Hadassah foundation established the 
Bernice S. Tannenbaum prize, which 
recognizes innovative contributions to 
advance the lives of women and girls 
in Israel and the United States

“We mourn the loss of a great leader, 
not only of Hadassah but of the Jewish 
people,” said Marcie Natan, Hadassah’s 
current national president.”Bernice 
was one of the most beloved and pro-
ductive Hadassah figures of the past 
half-century. The legacy of accom-
plishment and inspiration that she 
leaves is immeasurable.”

Tannenbaum studied at Brooklyn 
College, earning a bachelors degree in 
English literature and art.
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Darlene’s Destinations
For more information about Adult Programming 
contact: Darlene Muller 330-746-3250 ext. 106 
or dmuller@jccyoungstown.org.
Cinderella
Rogers & Hammerstein’s Cinderella is the Tony 
Award winning musical from the creators of The 
Sound of Music and South Pacific delighting audi-
ences with its contemporary take on the classic 
tale. This lush production features an incredible 
orchestra, jaw-dropping transformations and all 
the moments you love-the pumpkin, the glass 
slipper, the masked ball and more plus some sur-
prising new twists!  Orchestra seat, transportation 
and tip are included.  Dinner on your own.
Sunday, August 2
Cleveland, OH
Leave JCC:  2:30 p.m.
Return:  10:00 p.m.
$73/Member  $83/Non Member

The Book of Mormon
The New York Times calls it “the best musical of 
this century.” The Washington Post says, “It is the 
kind of evening that restores your faith in musi-
cals.”  And Entertainment Weekly says, “Grade A 
the funniest musical of all time.”  Jon Stewart of the 
“Daily Show” calls it “A crowning achievement.  
So good it makes me angry.”  It’s The Book of Mor-
mon, the time Tony Award winning Best Musical 
from the creators of “South Park.”  Contains ex-
plicit language.  Orchestra seat, transportation and 
tip are included.  Dinner on your own.
Date: Wednesday, August 26
Location: Cleveland, OH
Leave JCC: 5:30 p.m.
Return: 11 p.m.
$96/Member $106/Non Member

Chautauqua Institute
Come join us dur-
ing the lazy days 
of summer on a 
wonderful ride 
to the beautiful 
Chautauqua In-
stitute, where we 
will spend the day. 
Our speaker for 
the day, Roger Cohen, is a columnist for The New 
York Times and The International New York Times, 
and has worked as a foreign correspondent for nu-
merous publications. Cohen has earned particular 
respect for his columns on the Middle East, Israeli-
Palestinian relations, Iran, the Arab Spring, Ameri-
can politics, and the crisis in the European Union. 
Trip includes transportation, gate pass for the day 
and tip for the bus driver. Meals are on your own.

Date: Monday, August 10
Leave JCC: 7:30 a.m.
Return: 9:00 p.m.
Minimum: 24 Maximum: 48
$50/Member $60/Non Member

Jersey Boys Are Back!
How did four blue 
collar kids become 
one of the greatest 
successes in pop mu-
sic history? Find out 
at Jersey Boys, the 
Tony Award-winning 
Best Musical of 2006 
that takes you up the charts, across the country 
and behind the music of Frankie Valli and The 
Four Seasons. Discover the secret of a 40 year 
friendship; four blue-collar kids working their 
way from the streets of Newark to the heights of 
stardom. Experience electrifying performances of 
the golden greats that took these guys all the way 
to the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame: “Sherry,” “Big 
Girls Don’t Cry,” “Can’t Take My Eyes Off You,” 
and more. Price includes orchestra seat, tip and 
transportation. Dinner is on your own.
Date: Sunday, September 27
Location: Pittsburgh, PA 
Leave JCC: 11:00 a.m.
Return: 7:00 p.m.
$90/Member $100/Non Member

Save the date!
Join us for an exciting, fun-filled trip to Jewish 
Chicago October 11-14. Details coming soon!

Smartphone 101 
Smartphone 101 will teach the basic functions of 
smartphone usage such as checking email, access-
ing the internet and social media sites and online 
banking. We’ll also teach you how to enjoy the 
features of your smartphone while protecting your 
personal information. 

Dates: Thursdays, June 4, 11, 18, 25
Time: 5:30-7:00 p.m. 
Location: Adult Lounge 
$45/Member $55/Non Member 
Mah-jongg 101 
The game of Mahjong has been experiencing a re-
surgence in popularity. Don’t miss the opportunity 
to learn this great game for all generations. We are 
so fortunate to have Shirley Arnold who has been 
playing and teaching for numerous years to be 
your instructor. Each participant must have a cur-
rent 2015 Mahjongcard that may be purchased at 
the Bursar’s Office for $9. 
Dates: Tuesdays, June 2, 9, 16, 23
Time: 10:00-11:30 a.m. 
Location: Adult Lounge 
$45/Member $55/Non Member

For more on Youth Programming contact: Emily 
Collins 330-746-3250 ext. 152 or  
ecollins@jccyoungstown.org

Camp JCC Circus of the Kids Price  
Reduction!!!
Registration is cur-
rently underway for 
the valley’s best, 
most exciting sum-
mer camp. For over 
50 years, Camp JCC 
has provided a fun-
filled environment 
for kids in grades 
K-8. Campers can 
explore dance, 
arts & crafts, sports 
cooking, swimming, 
archery and more! 
We also offer engaging Specialty Camps includ-
ing Horseback Riding, Junior Golf and for the first 
time, Circus of the Kids! You won’t find another 
Camp like this anywhere in the Youngstown area. 
Learn amazing circus skills such as trapeze, acro-
batics, juggling and more. The price for this camp 
has just been reduced!  Contact Director Emily 
Collins at 330-746-3250 ext. 152 for details!

For more information on the studio offerings con-
tact: Liz Rubino 330-76-3250 ext. 187 or  
lrubino@jccyoungstown.org
LRS Youth Programming
Storytime! Princes & Princesses (Ages 3-5) 
Every week we’ll learn about different princes 

   Adult Programming

   Youth Programming

      Liz Rubino Studios at the JCC

Jewish Community Center

• Infant & Toddler (6 weeks - 24 months)

• On My Own (24 - 36 months)

• Preschool & Extended Care (3 - 6 years)

• 4  1/2 hr. Preschool Program

• School Age (K-6th) Before & After 

   School & Full-Day When School is out

Recipient of the Four-Star Step Up To Quality Award from the ODJFS

Child Development Center 
at the JCC

• Swim Lessons for CDC Preschoolers & 
   CDC School Age Children
• Gymsters for Toddlers & Preschoolers
• Kindermusic for Infants, Toddlers & 
   Preschoolers

505 Gypsy Lane
Youngstown, Ohio 44504

330-746-3251

FREE WITH TUITION: 

Mililani Perry, Director 330.746.3250 ext. 119

Jewish
Community
Center
of Youngstown For pricing & details on our center:

www.jccyoungstown.org

APPROVEDDISCOUNT for City of Youngstown
HMHP, YSU,Forum,& more!

• Low Ratios & Small Group Sizes

• Degreed &  Credentialed Caring Teachers

• Safe & Secure Environment

Everyone Welcome!

*Ask Director for Details
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and princesses, as we develop listening skills and 
personal creativity in a safe, positive environ-
ment. Costumes are encouraged and can also be 
provided upon request! We will read stories, sing 
songs and make an age-appropriate craft for your 
child to take home each week!
Date: Tuesdays, June 2-23
Time: 4:00-5:00 p.m.
$55/Member $65/Non Member
Min: 6 Max: 20

Let’s Dance! (Ages 6-9) 
Explore different dance fundamentals set to your 
favorite music in a fun and engaging group envi-
ronment! Singing along is highly encouraged as 
we twist and turn to Taylor Swift, skip and jump 
to your favorite Radio Disney tunes and more! 
Please dress to move and provide ballet or jazz 
shoes for your dancer. 
There are two sessions.
Date: Thursdays, June 4-25
Time: 4:00-5:00 p.m.
$55/Member $65/Non Member

Let’s Dance! Minis! (Ages 3-5)
Explore different dance fundamentals set to their 
favorite music in a fun and engaging group envi-
ronment! Singing along is highly encouraged as 
we twist and turn to Taylor Swift, skip and jump 
to your favorite Radio Disney tunes and more! 
Please dress to move and provide ballet or jazz 
shoes for your dancer.
Dates: Thursdays, July 9-30.
Time: 4:00-5:00 p.m.
$55/Member $65/Non Member

Storybook Theater (Ages 6-9)
Journey through some favorite fairy tales and 
bring to life old and new characters to exercise 
imagination, character development and improvi-
sational play.
Dates: Thursdays, July 7-28
Time: 4:00-5:00 p.m.
$55/Member $65/Non Member

For more information on Group Exercise contact:   
Shelia Cornell 330-746-3250 ext. 184 or  
groupx@jccyoungstown.org

Get Fit Fast! Personal Training at the JCC
If you want to tone your body, increase endur-
ance, improve coordination and balance as well 
as look and feel better, personal training at the 
JCC is perfect for you! Our nationally certified 
personal trainers will develop a personalized fit-
ness routine based upon individual fitness levels 
and goals. We offer 30 minute, 45 minute and 60 

minute sessions. For pricing or to schedule your 
session contact: Keith Harry, Fitness Team Leader.

Youth Personal Training (ages 8-13)
• A package of three, 30-minute personal training 

sessions, $66.00 (member)
•  Upper body, Lower body, Cardio, and Abdomi-

nal training specific
•  Proper gym etiquette and fitness center behav-

ior emphasized
•  At the conclusion of the three sessions, the at-

tendee will receive a special name tag which 
will allow them to use the center and its offer-
ings with adult supervision if between the ages 
of 8 - 13.

Exciting Group Exercise Classes at the 
JCC!
Tabata
This class is high intensity interval training. It has 
more impact on both the aerobic and anaerobic 
systems. Tabata training promotes strength; speed 
and power to build muscle mass.
Date: Mon/Wed
Time: 5:50-6:25 p.m. 

Noontime Blitz
This Pilates-based class will focus on core 
strength and stretching. Spend your lunch break 
building long, lean muscle while gaining flexibil-
ity and burning calories.
Date: Tues/Thurs
Time: 12:05-12:55 p.m.

Cardio Fusion
This is an intense circuit class that will alternate 
between cardio and weight training while utiliz-
ing steps, stability balls, medicine balls, and free 
weights.
Date: Wednesday
Time: 8:00-8:55 a.m.

For more information on Aquatics contact:  Marco 
DiTommaso 330-746-3250 ext. 112 or  
aquatics@jccyoungstown.org

You & Me Baby (6-36 months)
A four-week class where parents assist their chil-
dren in the water. Children will learn how to float 
on their backs and stomachs and will improve 
their motor skills. Swim pants or swim diapers are 
required! 
Date: Saturdays
Time: 9:30 -10:00 a.m. 
$15/Member $30/Non Member

Dolphins (3-5 years)

Aquatics

Fitness

Jewish Community Center

Children are taught basic swimming skills, pool 
safety tips and water games. These classes run 
monthly and space is limited. 
Date: Saturdays
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
$15/Member $30/ Non Member

Sharks (6-12 years)
Children are taught basic swimming skills and 
pool safety tips while becoming self-reliant in the 
water. These classes run monthly basis and space 
is limited.
Date: Tuesday/Thursday
Time: 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
$35/Member $50/ Non Member

Private Swim Lessons
Private swim lessons provide the greatest flexibility 
and one-on-one attention for swimmers of any age. 
Private lessons are perfect for the beginner all the 
way to the experienced swimmer looking to im-
prove their skills in an individualized setting.
1:1 student/teacher ratio
5 lessons @ 30 minutes  
$65/Member $85/Non Member
5 lessons @ 60 minutes  
$110/Member $130/Non Member
Semi-Private Swim Lessons
Semi-private swim lessons, while not as flexible as 
private swim lessons, are suited for those seeking to 
improve swimming skills with a partner or group. 
They provide quality instruction at an affordable 
rate. Sign up with a friend and split the cost!
5 lessons — 45 minutes-Member 
2 people ($100)  
3 people ($125)   
4 people ($150)

5 lessons —  45 minutes-Non Member
2 people ($125)
3 people ($150)
4 people ($175)

Water Safety Instructor
Dates: June 8-23
Mon.-Thurs. 
Time: 5:00-8:00 p.m.
Cost: $300
The newest addition to our American Red Cross 
classes is a Water Safety Instructor course. Being 
a certified Water Safety Instructor enables you 
to teach swim lessons which adhere to Ameri-
can Red Cross standards. This certification is a 
necessity for those wishing to give swim lessons. 
Participants in the course must demonstrate an 
advanced swimming ability.



20 The Jewish Journal Monthly Magazine JUNE 2015 

Israel leads world in drought response (continued from page 2)

agriculture because of the drought, 
because of overdrawing of groundwa-
ter, also has a price.”

Israelis irrigate through pinpricks 
in hoses, not by flooding.

No innovation has been more im-
portant for Israel’s desert farms than 
drip irrigation. Most of the world’s 
farmers water their crops by flooding 
their fields with sprinklers or hoses, 
often wasting water as they go. With 
drip irrigation, a process pioneered 
in Israel 50 years ago, water seeps di-
rectly into the ground through tiny 
pinpricks in hoses, avoiding water loss 
through evaporation.

Four-fifths of all water used in 

California goes to agriculture, and 
California’s farmers have been drain-
ing the state’s groundwater as rain has 
stopped falling. But as of 2010, less 
than 40 percent of California’s farms 
used drip irrigation, according to the 
Sacramento Bee.

Netafim, a leading Israeli drip-irri-
gation company, says the practice cuts 
water use by up to half. A Netafim rep-
resentative told JTA that 80 percent of 
Israeli farms use drip irrigation.

“It can’t be that there’s such a huge 
water shortage, and they’re talking 
about a shortage of drinking water, 
and on the other hand they pour huge 
amounts of water into the ocean that 
could be used for agriculture,” said 

Avraham Israeli, president of the Is-
rael Water Association, which advises 
Israeli water companies on technology 
development.

Israel’s government owns all of 
the country’s water.

Israel treats water as a scarce na-
tional resource. The government con-
trols the country’s entire water supply, 
charging citizens, factories and farm-
ers for water use. Residents pay about 
one cent per gallon, while farmers pay 
about a quarter of that.

In California, though, many farms 
drill from private wells on their prop-
erty, drawing groundwater as rain has 
thinned. Some have even begun sell-
ing water to the state. State regulations 
to limit groundwater use, signed last 
year, won’t be formulated until 2020.

“Technology is not good enough,” 
said Eilon Adar, director of Ben-Gu-
rion University’s Zuckerberg Insti-
tute for Water Research. “You have to 
change some of the regulation. You 
have to impose more limitations on 
water. California’s local consumers 
have to give up some of their rights.”

Adar and Israeli, however, both 
noted that adopting Israeli-style regu-
lations in California would be near 
impossible, as some of California’s 
water rights holdings are more than a 
century old.

But government ownership doesn’t 
solve problems for all of the region’s 
residents. The Israeli human rights 
NGO Btselem says the West Bank 
suffers from a water shortage due to 
unequal allocation of the state’s water. 

According to Btselem, Israelis receive 
more than twice the amount of water 
per capita as Palestinians in the West 
Bank.

Water conservation is drilled into 
Israeli culture.

When an ad appeared on Israeli 
TV in 2008 showing a woman whose 
body crumbled to dust because of that 
year’s water shortage, a parody Face-
book group suggested skin lotion. But 
the ad was just the latest iteration of 
an Israeli ethos to save water wherever 
possible.

Kids are taught to turn off faucets 
and limit shower time. Israelis cel-
ebrate rain — at least at first — rath-
er than lamenting it. Lake Kinneret’s 
daily surface level shows up alongside 
weather reports in the paper.

In 2008, at the height of a decade-
long drought, Avraham Israeli, the 
Israel Water Association president, 
dried out his lawn and replaced it with 
a porch to save water.

Israelis’ close attention to rainfall 
and drought comes from an educa-
tion and culture that teaches them the 
importance of every drop in an arid 
region. With no end in sight for Cali-
fornia’s drought, Adar said Califor-
nians would do well to adopt a similar 
attitude.

“You take an 8-year-old boy, you 
pump into their head that they have 
to save water as a scarce national re-
source,” he said. “In 10 years’ time, 
they’re 18 years old and they get it. It’s 
in their blood.”

Photo: Chen Leopold / Flash 90 

A faucet and toilets are seen in a classroom in the ecological village in Nitzana, Israel. Stu-
dents there learn about desalination and on how to save water. 
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Heal expertly.

A Catholic healthcare ministry serving Ohio and Kentucky 

Cincinnati | Irvine | Lima | Lorain | Paducah | Springfield | Toledo | Youngstown

This is what we were meant to do. At Mercy Health, we are joined in 

our Mission. To give selflessly, listen patiently, care purposefully and heal 

expertly. Together we bring state-of-the-art technology, and experts in 

over 100 specialties to 23 hospitals, and more than 450 locations across 

Ohio and Kentucky. We were not meant to be idle—we were meant to 

serve. To find out more, visit mercy.com

Rabbi Saul Oresky installed in 
Ohev Tzedek’s heimish tradition

Yes, there was a formal installation 
of Ohev Tzedek’s new spritual leader, 
Rabbi Saul F. Oresky, in a Shabbat ser-
vice with the requisite Torah reading, 
speeches, blessings and prayers. But 
the installation was described as an 
“Installation Weekend,” with a potluck 
dinner at Boardman Park.

Rabbi Oresky and his wife Phyl-
lis were joined by family and friends 
from their former home in Mary-
land — with Rabbi Jonathan Cohen 
of Congregation Mishkan Torah in 
Greenbelt, Maryland. Rabbi Cohen, 
Rabbi Oresky’s mentor and teacher 
was the installing officer.

As if to follow-up on the Friday 
night festivities, Rabbi Oresky an-
nounced that weather permitting he 
and his wife Phyllis was be initiating 
Shabbas walks in the park.

In the words of Ohev Tzedek Presi-
dent Jerry Haber, “Rabbi Oresky un-
derstands our people and is enthusi-

Rabbi Saul Oresky with Rabbi Jonathan Co-
hen of Congreation Mishkan Torah

astically willing to work with us to 
achieve our potential.” He said it was a 
goal of Ohev Tzedek’s Visioning Com-
mittee to have a spiritual leader who 
understands these things.

Pres. Haber also said, “As we wel-
come Rabbi Saul and Phyllis to our 
community ... we are glad to be where 
we are at this point in the life of Con-
gregation Ohev Tzedek. And we are 
gratified to have this wonderful couple 
with us now.”

In his installation comments, Rab-
bi Cohen responded to the day’s Toraj 
portion, by reminding the congrega-
tion that :one of the greatest occupa-
tional hazards of being a congrega-
tional rabbi is succumbing to the pres-
sure of having to be ore than perfect.” 
Hence, he said, “To truly grow as lead-
ers, we must like Moses, be willing to 
embrace the support of trusted friends 
and advisers. And for their part, con-
gregants must, like Aaron and Hur, be 
willing to brace their rabbi with good 

Rabbi Oresky with Miriam Davis who baked 
the challot for the Kabbalat Shabbat pot-
luck dinner.

Continued on page 23
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Summer is upon us. Warmer 
weather is here! May has been a quiet 
month.

Sisterhood’s Annual Donor Brunch 
took place Sunday, May 17. We all en-
joyed a great fashion show and meal. 
The food was extraordinary and de-
licious. Kandi Rawl outdid herself 
again. 

Caleena & Co provided the beauti-
ful fashions, and models were treated 
to glamorous make-overs by Salon 
Mingle. Models were supplied by 
Caleena, along with our own fellow 
Sisterhood members. It was fun to 

see them walk the runway. Everyone 
looked gorgeous. Please be sure to 
show them our support. Shop at Ca-
leena & Co. and Salon Mingle. Both 
are located at Hunter Square Plaza, 
Warren, Ohio. Our Sisterhood and 
guests enjoyed being entertained by 
our talented musicians. The strings 
and piano added just the right touch to 
an already unbelievable event. Thank 
you to all for attending and helping to 
make our donor brunch a success. 

Sisterhood wants to give a shout 
out to Tod Newman who was honored 
during the Brotherhood Shabbat ser-
vice. Tod is the recipient of the Rodef 
Sholom Brotherhood Service Award 
for 2015. Mazel Tov to Tod and his 
family. You are truly worth it.

Kandi Rawl is at it again. She ca-
tered a special Shabbat service and 
dinner for new and 50-year members 
on Friday, May 29. 

Sisterhood’s membership year ends 
on June 30. Rodef Sholom Sisterhood 
has an open membership policy. Any 
woman sharing in our ideals and in-
terests is encouraged to join. Dues 
help sustain our ongoing programs, 
services, and functions that support 
our Temple and community. We will 
have our final meeting of the year later 
in June. Our new board will be voted 
on at that time. We will be busy over 
the summer working on our constitu-
tion and by-laws. 

We look forward to seeing you at 
services, indoors and out. Have a great 
summer and recharge. We promise a 
busy autumn.

Respectfully submitted by Kandi 
Rawl and Sally Blau

Standing in the kitchen (not cook-
ing) talking to my daughter about my 
next column and she suggested how 
about Mother’s Day. So I have been 
tossing it around in my little brain for 
a few days trying to come up with an 
interesting slant on Mother’s day. 

I just sat down to write and realized 
that by the time you read this it will be 
past the date. So now what do I do? 
Aha, I ‘sez,’ how about Father’s Day? 
How often do we really talk about fa-
thers and Father’s Day? How many 
ties did you buy your father for the 
occasion? I think we bought my dad, 
Sam Bonow, quite a few over the years. 

My dad was always dressed to the 
nines. He had no hobbies to speak of, 
but people used to say he looked like 
Adolf Menjou, and if you don’t know 
who that was go ask your grand-
mother or Google it. Dad was a very 
handsome man and took great pride 
in his looks. He loved his family over 
everything. His girls were special. He 
had one basic rule for us and that is we 
could never go out without lipstick. 
He wanted us to always look good. 

Dad was a born salesman, he could 
sell anyone anything and if any of you 
remember him, he could talk double 
talk, you might not know exactly what 
he was saying but you always agreed 
with him. He had a beautiful soul. I 
have been blessed with wonderful men 
in my life, my Dad, wonderful uncles 
and then the two other special men in 
my life, my husband and son. Alvin 
was a wonderful husband and father. 

He came by it honestly from his 
loving and supportive father, Abe. 
He adored his kids and thought they 
were the best in all things. From the 
moment they were born he was there. 
Never minded changing diapers, late 
night feeding, baseball, dance, their 
Jewish education, he was always there. 
When they were happy, so was he, 
when they were sad he was too and 
trying to find ways to help. He was 
also a beautiful husband. If it was 
in his power to give us whatever we 

wanted, he did that also. It bothered 
him when he couldn’t do more. They 
say the apple doesn’t fall from the tree 
(Dos epele falt nit vayt fun beymele.)and 
that is our son Marshall. His daughter 
Katie is the apple of his eye and he has 
been a very supportive father. How many 
fathers would encourage their daughter 
in her move to Hawaii and then send her 
car to her? I could say more about what 
a wonderful husband he is and he never 
forgets his sisters or his Mother. I have 
been blessed. Well that’s my story of Fa-
ther’s Day and fathers, what is yours?

Well, Sisterhood has the final meet-
ing of the fiscal year in May.  Elior and 
Eran Liss spoke, and Debra Green, 
president of the Central Great Lakes 
Region of the Women’s League for 
Conservative Judaism, presented El 
Emeth Sisterhood with a beautiful 
certificate celebrating the 95th anni-
versary of our affiliation with Wom-
en’s League.  

Just because this is the last meeting 
for the season doesn’t mean we will sit 
in the sun all summer. Nope, we will 
have program meetings, funds meet-
ing, budget meetings, etc. All commit-
tees will be working and of course we 
will be glad to welcome new members 
at any time.

Until we talk again…..Shalom and 
Peace!! 

Rodef Sisterhood

Kandi Rawl, Sally Blau, and Nancy Burnett 
coordinated a highly successful donor 
brunch featuring food, fashion, and flair .

El Emeth Sisterhood
By MaryLou Finesilver

MaryLou Finesilver with Debra Green.

New Officers for Rodef Sholom
Congratulations to the following as they take on new responsibilities for their 

congregation: 
Jeff Simon, president; 
Arthur Greenbaum, vice president; 
Alden Chevlen, treasurer; 
Aaron Hively, secretary; 
and trustees Claudia Axelson, Dale Damioli, and Michael Rawl.
They were elected at Rodef Sholom’s annual meeting on May 13.
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advice and loving support.
Rabbi Oresky’s response is excerpt-

ed here in part.
“I must begin with a blessing – you 

can find a version of it at the begin-
ning of my message in the program 
booklet: Baruch atah Adonai, Elo-
heinu ruach ha-olam, shehechiyanu, 
vikiyimanu, vihigiyanu lazman hazeh 
- Blessed are You, Adonai, our G-d, 
the Spirit of the Universe, Who has 
kept us alive, Who has sustained us, 
and Who has enabled us to reach this 
season of celebration.

This is a day of many blessings 
and my overarching feeling is one of 
gratitude; gratitude to the eternal and 
in-dwelling G-d Who is the unify-
ing force for betterment; gratitude to 
my late parents and all of my family, 
to my rabbis and teachers, and to this 

holy congregation and her leaders for 
choosing me to be your rabbi and for 
lovingly accepting Phyllis and me into 
your community.

I would not be standing here to-
day if it wasn’t for Phyllis, and I say 
that quite literally. Phyllis, I could not 
overstate the impact of your love and 
support on my life ever since we first 
met as teenagers.  Your strength, inde-
pendence, beauty, wisdom, and con-
stant love have been the foundations 
of our relationship and the bedrock of 
my life, and I particularly thank you 
for sacrificing so much along the way 
to help me achieve this goal of serv-
ing a synagogue. I feel that in many 
ways we are both being installed to-
day, and although some might see the 
title “rebbetzin” as derogatory, I think 
that you have embraced the best pos-
sible meanings behind the word. This 
rabbi would be no rabbi without this 
rebbetzin! You will always have all of 
my love.

I want to thank everyone who came 
today from Maryland and Delaware 
and also those in my Ohev Tzedek 
community who didn’t travel so far to 
celebrate with Phyllis and me. I’m so 
grateful that our son Joel and his wife 
Xenia, our son Ilan and his girlfriend 
Kat, as well as our good friends Jeff, 
Sara, and Josh Rosen; Rachel White-
Greenfield, and Bill Schwartz and 
Chris Doyle, also excellent friends for 
many years, and my rabbi, Jonathan 
Cohen, could all be with us today. 
Thank you so much for making the 
trip - it’s so much greater a simcha.”

More of Rabbi’s comments will ap-
pear in a future issue of the Jewish Jour-
nal.

Coming up at Ohev Tzedek
Shabbat morning services begin at 9:45 a.m. each Saturday followed by kid-

dush.  Rabbi Saul leads a Torah Study session each week following kiddush.
Temple Board of Directors will meet at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, June 10
On Wednesday, June 24, volunteers from Ohev Tzedek will continue their 

social action program at 2nd Harvest Food Bank from 5–7 p.m.   Anyone wish-
ing to carpool is asked to meet in the Temple parking lot at 4:30 p.m.  Please call 
the office if you are planning to participate.

Simcha Shabbat is scheduled for June 26 for those who celebrated birthdays, 
anniversaries or other special events in t he month of June.

Please note the Annual Congregational Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 
July 22.

On El Emeth’s schedule
Volunteering at St. John’s Soup Kitchen– Sunday, June 7. There are two shifts– 

10:30 a.m. – noon and 11:30 a.m. – 1p.m. Call or email the office to volunteer.
Temple El Emeth welcomes Jim Tressel, president of Youngstown State Uni-

versity on Friday June 12. The service will begin at 5:45 with dinner at 6:30 p.m. 
President Tressel will speak following dinner. Reservation forms are due in the 
office by Monday, June 8. Please note there has been a change in cost for mem-
bers for this event.  An anonymous donor has graciously underwritten the cost 
of our members’ meals for this event. The member cost is $5 and the associate 
and non-member cost is $24.

Klezmer Shabbat at Terry & Sam D. Roth’s – Friday July 10,at 6:30 p.m. We 
will have a musical Shabbat service with special guests Lori Cahan-Simon, Walt 
Mahovlich, and Steven Greenman, and a light supper hosted by the Roths. 
RSVP to the temple office by Monday July 6.

Phyllis Oresky lights candles with the help 
of Eli, Jake and Abby (hidden) Hagler.

Rabbi Oresky’s installation (Continued from page 21)

Tri-County Hadassah United Giving (Hug)
Hadassah at 103 years

Tuesday, June 9
11 a.m.

Congregation Rodef Sholom
1119 Elm Road

Youngstown, OH
Joan Schwebel

Caterer Extraordinaire
Cooking Demonstration
Lynn Furness, President

Central States Hadassah Region
Hadassah in Action
Honoree Hope Baird

Immediate Past Chapter President
 Lucheon $14 Guests Welcome
For further information, call Lenore Ackerman at (330) 759-0325; Mar-
lene Epstein at (724) 347-5660; or Jeanette Mandel at (330) 372-3183.
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By Uriel Heilman
(JTA) – Two synagogues and the 

homes of countless Jewish residents 
were damaged in the floods that swept 
through Houston last week, inundat-
ing homes and businesses, sweeping 
away cars and leaving at least five peo-
ple dead.

Houston, America’s fourth-largest 
city and home to more than 40,000 
Jews, was paralyzed when many of 
the canals that run through the city 
(known locally as bayous) crested af-
ter torrential rains soaked the city. 
Some 8-12 inches of water fell in a 
matter of hours on ground already 
saturated by heavy rainfall during the 
last few weeks.

One of Houston’s major bay-
ous runs alongside North and South 
Braeswood Boulevard, where two 
major synagogues are located and 
many of Houston’s Jews live. Numer-
ous residents had to be evacuated by 
watercraft, including a rabbi emeritus 
from United Orthodox Synagogues of 

Houston, one of the two synagogues 
that suffered damage. The other dam-
aged synagogue was the Reform tem-
ple Congregation Beth Israel.

Houston’s JCC also said two of its 
properties were flooded, including 
the Merfish Teen Center, which will 
require new flooring, and racquetball 
courts and a preschool gym at the 
JCC’s Levit campus.

“There’s water in every area of the 
shul – the main sanctuary, the social 
hall, the school wing, administrative 
offices. Luckily our Torahs were high-
er so they were not affected,” United 
Orthodox’s current rabbi, Barry Gel-
man, told JTA by phone. Gelman had 
to flee his home during the rains as 
floodwaters rose.

“Almost every house in this neigh-
borhood sustained serious flood dam-
ages — from 6-8 inches to 3-4 feet of 
water in every house,” he said. “This 
will keep many people out of their 
homes for months.”

The outpouring of help from the 
community has been remarkable, Gel-

man said. As soon as the rain stopped, 
crews of volunteers from his 350-fam-
ily synagogue community went house 
to house with canoes and rafts to res-
cue elderly residents and others strand-
ed by the waters. After the waters re-
ceded, half a dozen Jewish high school 
boys showed up at Gelman’s house to 
help clean up and document the losses. 
A Conservative synagogue nearby of-
fered United Orthodox prayer space, 
and another Orthodox synagogue in 
town offered to do the laundry of af-
fected community members, complete 
with pickup and drop-off service.

“Amid all of this destruction, which 
is devastating, there is an incredible 
sense of unity and hope,” Gelman said. 
“The most important thing is no one 
got hurt.”

This week marked the first time that 
Congregation Beth Israel, which was 
built in the 1960s and has 1,600 mem-

bers, ever flooded, according to Pat 
Pollicoff, the synagogue’s president. 
More than a foot of water poured into 
the sanctuary, and air-conditioning 
and electrical systems in the sub-base-
ment were flooded. The water came in 
the back door, which faces the bayou, 
she said.

The synagogue was able to get re-
mediation crews in overnight Tuesday 
into Wednesday to pump out water 
and dry the carpets, which should 
limit the damage. Pollicoff said the 
synagogue was still working out the 
logistics of how to handle several 
major events scheduled for the com-
ing days, including a graduation cer-
emony at the synagogue’s Jewish day 
school, a wedding, Shabbat services 
and another large event scheduled for 
Thursday night. 

To offer help, log on to http://
www.uosh.org/uosfloodrelief.html.
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Houston floods inundate Jewish homes and two synagogues

Photo/Robert Levy

Rabbi Joseph Radinsky, rabbi emeritus of United Orthodox Synagogues of Houston, was 
among those who had to be rescued from their homes by watercraft after Houston was hit 
with heavy flooding, May 26. Rescuers are Daniel Ogorek and Morgan Davis.


